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Strategic Transport

Port Access

 The programme of multi-modal interventions is continuing including rail 
infrastructure requirements. Work on the doubling of the rail line into the Port 
has been delayed several times but Network Rail has indicated that work should 
be completed in 2019. Subsequent improvements to signals at Earlestown 
West have also been delayed but are expected to be delivered by the end of 
2020.

 Highways England has not yet provided any updated timetable for the major 
port access scheme, but they did notify the Council of the scheme’s continued 
inclusion in the national roads investment strategy (RIS). It is now likely that the 
consultation would not take place until early 2020, which will affect the potential 
date for Highways England to submit their application to the Planning 
Inspectorate. Highways England has indicated a possible start of construction 
in late 2022 or early 2023.

LTP and Growth Plan

 Sefton is continuing to work with the LCR Combined Authority, Merseytravel 
and the other local authorities on the delivery of the transport capital 
programme.

 Works have continued on the construction of the new slip roads at junction 1 of 
the M58 motorway and good progress is being made. If the scheme remains 
on programme then the slip roads should be operational in spring 2020. The 
slip roads and associated land will then be transferred to Highways England. 
The Contractor, John Sisk and Sons, have registered on the Considerate 
Constructors scheme and have achieved a good score, which they intend to 
improve on. To help achieve this, they will be taking measures to ensure that 
the scheme is delivered with as little disruption as possible.

 Works are progressing on the North Liverpool Key Corridor scheme. The 
kerbing and ducting works have been completed at the junction of Millers 
Bridge/Derby Road junction and the surfacing works have been undertaken 
over two consecutive weekends. The new signals at the junction are planned 
to be commissioned by the end of August, but other works on the scheme will 
continue, so the benefit of the new signals will not be immediately evident.

 Liverpool City Council have experienced some delay in securing the land 
currently occupied by Wildthang and Lookers. The agreement appears to be 
for a new facility to be constructed, the existing building to be vacated and 



demolition secured before the land is vested to the Council and necessary 
highway works undertaken. This process is expected to take more than 12 
months and therefore is likely to affect the completion date of the scheme. This 
element of the work is now likely to be delivered separately from the current 
contract. Completion is unlikely to be achieved until summer 2020 and 
agreement has been reached on a ‘semi-permanent’ traffic management 
arrangement for south bound traffic until the final works are completed.

 Works have progressed on Regent Road with the new cycleway completed at 
the southern end. Surfacing works are planned for the summer and autumn 
once the works have completed at the junction of Derby Road/ Millers Bridge.

 Work continues on the sustainable transport intervention proposals for Years 
3-6 as part of the City Region programme. Sefton has three schemes in the 
programme, amounting to almost £3m of allocated funding. This consists of 
three phases of improvements on the A565, in Seaforth, Waterloo and 
Thornton, as well as a cycle route between Maghull and Kirkby and East-West 
cycle improvements in Southport. The various licenses and land agreements 
necessary to facilitate the cycle improvements are progressing. The scheme on 
Buckley Hill Lane (to relieve Edge Lane) is currently being delivered. Planning 
approval for the Maghull to Kirkby cycle route has been granted.

 Grant funding for the development of Outline Business Cases for the Southport 
Eastern Access and the Maritime Corridor projects was approved by the CA in 
June. Once the funding agreement letter has been received from the CA, the 
work on the business case development can be commissioned.

 The major junction improvement at the Dover Road junction on the A59 
Northway started in July, initially with the stats diversions. Tenders for the main 
works have been received and are being assessed, with a view to appointing 
the main contractor in September. The main junction works will start in the 
autumn (probably October, subject to the stats diversions being completed). 
The scheme is expected to be completed by spring 2020.

Local Transport Schemes

 The Transportation Capital Programme for 2019/20 was agreed with Cabinet 
Member in June 2019. 

Sustainable Transport

 The European Sustainable Urban Development (SUD) funding for two major 
cycling schemes was approved in December 2018. The design of a new, inland 
pedestrian and cycle route at Crosby Coastal Park, which will avoid the issue 
of wind-blown sand on the promenade has begun. Similarly design work is 
progressing on the Coastal Road cycle route with a view to starting delivery in 
Autumn 2019.

Highway Development and Design

Planning Applications

 In June, July and August 2019, the team has processed 206 planning 
applications despite ongoing challenges associated with availability of staff. 
This includes applications for sites identified in the Council’s adopted Local 
Plan. This continues to involve close liaison with case officers from the planning 
department.



Section 38 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements

 There has been a consistently high level of submissions and the subsequent 
processing of these at times, lengthy and complex applications, particularly 
following the approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites.

 The report is as follows: - 

 No of live s38 and current developments subject to a s38 application - 33 
 No of stalled or no activity (on the part of a developer) – 8 but developers 

continue to be followed up on these matters
 Number of development sites adopted within the last 3 months  - 1
 No of submissions awaiting technical approval - 8
 Number of new and recent submissions awaiting administrative set up - 5 

Section 278 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements

 The numbers of this type of applications remains high, generally due to the 
approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites. The team are currently 
managing 58 live s278 HA 1980 highway works schemes in various stages of 
development on behalf of the Council and with values exceeding £1.5m.  The 
successful delivery of these schemes is dependent on close liaison with the 
Legal, Finance and Planning Departments.

 In terms of Minor Works agreements, a revised Minor Works process has been 
approved by Cabinet Member. One Minor Works scheme has been completed, 
with a further two scheduled for delivery and a third awaiting payment from the 
developer before it can be delivered.

Public Rights of Way (PROW)

 English Coastal Path – Liaison with Natural England and Green Sefton is 
continuing and on site route feasibility reviews are almost completed. Green 
Sefton are closely involved in this project with available time charging to cover 
staffing resources and overheads. Natural England’s programme is to publish 
the report identifying the route and the margin in November 2019. 

 We are advising on the preparation of one Schedule 14 Application for up to 
eight additional PROWs associated with the St Luke’s Church Road scheme. 
The St Luke’s Church Road application is ongoing with contract negotiations 
with landowners. One landowner has signed the agreement and negotiations 
are continuing with the other three. The Planning Inspectorate has requested 
an update on progress with the application.

 The diversion order for Formby Footpath No 6 has been made and is now 
subject to the applicant creating the new route. One new Restricted Byway has 
been recorded at Lonsdale Road, Formby. One new Restricted Byway has 
been dedicated for part of St Luke’s Church Road. Seven Definitive Map 
Modification Orders have been made to update the Definitive Map. These are 
due to be consulted on in September.

  
Strategic Highways Development and Future Planning  

 The team is continuing to work closely with the Planning Department to provide 
a ‘One Council’ strategic approach to development to ensure that the necessary 



new transport infrastructure is in place to support new developments coming 
forward in future years.

 The team is seeing more developments affecting the daily operation of the 
highway and as such, at the request of the Planning Committee, we are asking 
to see more construction traffic management plans so that we can manage the 
highway network efficiently and effectively with minimum disruption to users of 
the highway and with the important benefit of highway safety. Once plans have 
been agreed, the team is working closely with colleagues in network 
management and planning to ensure that the plans are being adhered to.

Highway Design 

 This part of the team continues to support the development control function and 
the delivery of strategic transport investment schemes, such as potential major 
schemes and the STEP programme.

 Current schemes include:

 A59 Northway/Dover Road junction improvements – design, procurement 
and supervision of a scheme to improve capacity and improve accessibility 
along the A59 through Maghull, at the Dover Road/Liverpool Road South 
junction. Stats diversion works started in July 2019 and the main works are 
scheduled to start in October.

 Various cycle improvement schemes to link the eastern side of Southport 
(Kew area) to the town centre and seafront and the Maghull to Kirkby cycle 
route, all funded through the STEP programme.

 Site supervision of the A565 Buckley Hill junction improvements is ongoing 
with an anticipated completion in autumn 2019.

Permit Scheme

 Income is on target for this year.

 A new national permitting system (Street Manager) is being introduced next 
year. Discussions are on-going with existing and new suppliers to ensure a 
smooth transition takes place on 1st April 2020. Internal training will be provided 
to ensure that everyone is familiar with the new software.

Winter Service

 The annual consultation responses have been shared with cabinet member and 
will be reported to O&S committee in September.

 Preparations have commenced for the new winter season. Salt deliveries will 
start in late September / early October to ensure that we are fully stocked before 
the start of the season

Street Lighting

 New faults are still being received daily from the public which continue to be 
recorded and processed accordingly.  The Contractor is currently performing 
well against their target KPI’s.



 The new energy deal is in place however the accurate forecast costs for the 
year have yet to be provided by the energy team.

Traffic Signals

 The LCR joint Traffic Signal Maintenance Contract continues to function well 
across the city region.

 Within the next few months works are due to commence on Northway to 
upgrade the existing Pelican Crossing at the junction of Dodds Lane.

 The LCRCA UTC Communications upgrade project remains ongoing with a 
current forecast completion date of February 2019.

 Major junction works at Derby Road / Millers Bridge as part of the Liverpool Key 
Corridor project are nearing completion with the formal commissioning of the 
signals planned for Thursday 27th August.

Highway Maintenance

 The delivery of the Highway Maintenance programme remains ongoing with 
carriageway resurfacing projects continuing.

 The micro asphalt programme is nearing completion.  All sites and the 
associated road marking replacement should be complete by the end of  
September.

 Weeds - Spray 3 of the annual weed spray programme remains ongoing.

Cleansing Services 

Food Waste / Garden Waste - DEFRA Consultation
The Government has now published its responses to the consultation on Food and 
“free” green waste collections. It has determined to press ahead with legislation to 
make food waste collections on a weekly basis compulsory by 2023. It has indicated 
that it will ‘support’ Councils on its introduction and will provide more detail in early 
2020. However, on green waste collections Government has decided to give further 
consideration to whether to legislate for free collections and will publish its findings 
similar to food waste in early 2020.

The Government has also decided to legislate for a minimum standard for collection 
of certain recycled items (with a minimum of the core items being 6 in number) from 
paper, cardboard, glass and plastics, tins and aluminium but significantly plastic pots 
and trays. The result being Councils will be mandated to collect all the core items at 
least fortnightly
 
Weeds
The street cleansing operation has since the last update dealt with a large amount of 
weed growth, especially in the South of the Borough, additional staff up to 20 at times 
have been recruited on short term contracts to assist the weed spraying programme 
until mid-August. The result is weed complaints have reduced in number significantly 
compared with the figures pre-July.

Refuse Fleet Procurement
The Council is shortly to commence a procurement exercise for the replacement in 
2020 of most of its refuse fleet. The fleet will be fitted with the latest ‘Euro 6’ engines, 



which reduce emissions and carbon footprint. The Council is also encouraging 
tenderers to submit bids for hybrid (dual fuel usage) vehicles, updates will be supplied 
as the procurement exercise is undertaken.

Events.
Cleansing Services has been actively participating in all the major events up and down 
the Sefton coastline during the summer months, it received very welcome positive 
comments at the Southport Flower Show, the focus is now on the Air Show, the 
Musical Fireworks and a variety of smaller festivals and local events.  

Sefton Arc

Insourcing Electrical Works
With effect from April 1st this year, all electrical works across the Council’s buildings 
and facilities portfolio was taken back in-house. Sefton Arc now delivers all 
inspections, maintenance and repair work and it is expected that additional savings 
will be delivered via this process.  This is in addition to maintaining all Fire alarms and 
emergency lighting systems.

Knowsley Council Contract
Sefton Arc now supplies Knowsley Council with over 220 Lone Worker devices across 
a range of service areas.  In Sefton, all social workers have now been issued with the 
device free of charge.  This ensures that the Council meets its requirements to provide 
safe working environments for staff and to support those who due to the nature of their 
job, have to operate within what can be challenging environments.

Fire Alarm Installations
The summer holidays is a challenging time for our installation team. We are 
undertaking some major installations and hope to hand over the new Fire Alarm 
system to Merchant Taylors in early September. 

We have been accepted by the Liverpool Arch Diocese to tender for schools in 
Liverpool and we have been successful in winning the installation of a new fire alarm 
at St. Nicholas R.C Primary School, Liverpool. In addition, we have also been awarded 
the installation of a new fire alarm at English Martyrs School in Litherland, once again 
via the Liverpool Arch Diocese.

We are also starting work on a new Fire alarm at Christchurch Primary School, Bootle, 
in late September or early October.


